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CM Had Clalméd )

Tms lesusrwom

now hangs in balance with
the Karnataka high court
slamming the brakes on it, is

not only for public transport | &

as earlier claimed by Chief
minister HD Kumaraswamy
butalsofor carsand other pri-
vate vehicles.

The claim had come fol-

lowing activists alleging that

this corridor would only en-
courage private transport
and wouldn’t solve the city’s
traffic woes.

The Karnataka Road De-
velopment Corporation Limit-
 ed (KRDCL), which is execut-
ingthe project, on Friday said
the corridor will be closed to
two-wheelers and  three-
wheelers in order to reduceac-
cidents. The corporation, how-
ever, said cars and other four-
wheelers will be allowed to use
the signal-free corridor while
there will be a dedicated lane
for public transport.

‘The press communique
has come at a time when the
matter is pending before the
high court. In April this year,
a division bench had put the
brakes on the project. The

bench said there should beno .

finalisation of the tender if
it’s not already finalised and
even if the tender is already

¥

mlnuﬁes will be amnmysoon.
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o mumn\emﬂﬁssaymepmlect
will decongest the city and reduce travel time

| WHAT PETITIONER SAYS

< | Vijayan Menon, one of the petitioners in the 2014

| PIL, told TOI the authorities are free to explain the
project benefits. He said the high court’s interim

order doesn't stop the authorities from discussing

the issue in public domain but only prohibits

| them from issuing any work orders.

finalised, no work should be
undertaken till June 3, the
mnextdate of hearing.

© KRDCLmanagingdirector
BS Shivakumar on Friday out-
lines various benefits of the
project and said it would dras-
tically cut down travel time be-
tween various points.

‘Only educating public’

“These elevated roads will
have adedicated buslane and
bus stops at 3-km intervals
making public transport

points more accessible,
These time-saving corridors
are also structured to save
lives. They will be closed to
two and three-wheelers, re-
ducing accidents. Lesser sig-
nals and bottlenecks will also
reduce the idle time of vehi-
cles and thus make the air
less polluted and reduce the
carbon footprint of Bengalu-
ru,” said Shivakumar.

Asked why the corporation
is issuing a media release
when the matter is pending be-

fore the court, Shivakumar
said they are only educating
the public about the project’s
benefits. “We're not talking
about the execution of project
orissuing work order,” he add-
ed. On allowing cars on the
corridor, Shivakumar said the
project called for such a huge
investment that it can’t be ded-
icated only for public trans-
port. “We have to allow four-
wheelers to reduce conges-
tion,” headded.
(Inputsfrom Isha Hiremath)
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Elevated corridor: KRDCL makes fresh pitch for project; citizens activists cry foul

Elevated corridor: KRDCL makes fresh
pitch for project; citizen activists cry foul

Chief Minister had not promised a ‘public consultanon says l(RDCLmnagmgdi!ector &

‘Varthur to Lalbagh in 20 mmutes’
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Iffath Fathima
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Elevated corridor will cut travel time : KRDCL

Elevated corridor will cut travel time: KRD

Corridor will help commuters reach any part of the city in just 45 minutes; it will havd‘edlc‘te‘ M !

IFFATH FATHIMA @ Bengalury

EVEN after many protests by

citizens nnd environmental-

on:the elevated corridor

pi , Karnataka Road De-

ent Corporation Limit-

ed (KRDCL) has issued a re-

lease stating that they strive to

ease traffic woes of the city
with the elevated corridor.

KRDCL said that the project

will be lmplomontod in four

un-

hlnderod tmal and reduce

proposed
corridor project that we are
undertaking will be a critical

component of the nomtlon.

along with the existing
suburban train network, cur-
rent and proposed metro net-
work, flyovers, ROB's and ring-
roads will -!snlﬂtly reduce
the woes of people of Bengalu-

an- _ru.This will serve as a boon to

Bengaluru's transport infra-
structure which is b\muna
from what its seems today,

sald Managing Dlrector

KRDCL B 8 Shivakumar.
Shivakumar also added:
1 Board takes

tres from Hebbal to Lall
takes 60 minutes. Further,

peak hour traffic is increasing
mdoﬂleatimlgglnolonzw i
4 ]

remain rigid. )poses

North-South, East- and
cen based elevated corri-
ease out traffic con-
suﬂon all over our city. These
will be constructed as 87.87
kilometre of multi- hna roads

Q

simple 15 kilometre from Hebbal

which will ensure that it will
take no longer than 45 minutes
to reach any part of the city,
Once the first phase is com-
f'loud, the trml time from

s stops at 3 kms interval
making public transport
points more accessible.

uhom
structured to save lives. They
will be closed to two and three-

Wbﬂklﬂﬂhﬁshmmmmﬂh
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KRDCL strives to solve commuting issues in the city
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Bus path in elevated corridors
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